By GERALD HARBOROW, L.D.S.Eng. THIS cyst was growing in a boy, aged 8, who was brought to me at the Metropolitan Hospital for the treatment of what was taken by the parents to be an abscess arising from a decayed deciduous tooth. Examination revealed a small, rounded swelling in the region of the right lower, first deciduous molar, extending to the canine on the same side. The molar was badly carious and septic, the canine appeared healthy, but the second deciduous molar was slightly carious. The swelling had caused no pain, nor was there any history of pain, but the swelling had been evident to the parents for at least two months before the boy was brought for treatment. X-ray examination showed a cystic condition in connexion with the first deciduous molar, extending towards the canine; the premolar did not appear to be involved in the cyst. Under chloroform and ether anasthesia the temporary caniAe and the first and second molars were extracted. The first molar was in direct connexion with the cyst, and there was only a very thin bone on the outer wall. The cyst was enucleated and the first premolar was not visible. I explored the cavity and scraped part of the inner wall before I came upon a small portion of the crown of the first premolar. The cyst membrane was sent for histological examination, but unfortunately it was no; too well prepared. The report of the result, however, was that of a growth of a cystic character. I have shown the section to Mr. Turner, who kindly had a photomicrograph prepared of the portion showing epithelium.
I was unable to demonstrate the presence of any cholesterin. The important points about this cyst are the following:
(1) The premolar was not in the cyst cavity.
(2) It was not apparent until the intervening tissue was scraped away after the removal of the cyst membrane. In the " Report on Odontomes," the description of dentigerous cysts is given as follows: " Dentigerous cysts are innocent tumours arising from the dental epithelium and are connected with unerupted teeth. . . . From a dental cyst it can be distinguished by the age of the patient and the history of previous infection."
In describing dental cysts the authors state that they are-" Innocent, simple cystic tumours arising, as the result of irritation, from the dental epithelium about the root of a tooth which has undergone eruption. They have only been recorded in connexion with the permanent teeth."
The cyst I have described is without doubt a dental cyst, arising from the epithelium about the root of the deciduous molar, due to the irritation caused by its septic condition. It corresponds to the description of a dental cyst just quoted and does not fit in.with the description of a dentigerous cyst. It may easily be imagined that this cyst, had it been left alone, might have grown, and so involved the premolar. It would then have been mistaken for one arising from the premolar.
The appearances shown in this case seem to strengthen the theory propounded by Mr. Sprawson, viz., that dentigerous cysts are dental cysts arising from the deciduous dentition and that owing to their growth they embrace the permanent tooth and are, consequently, described as dentigerous cysts. at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from Mr. J. G. TURNER (President) said that Mr. Harborow had submitted the sections to his (the speaker's) judgment and he had had lantern slides prepared at the Research Laboratory of the Royal Dental Hospital. The first slide was a low-power photograph showing part of the irregular cyst cavity. Epithelium was found only at one part. The surrounding tissue was thick and granulomatous and showed no fibrous-tissue formation (fig. 1 ). The second slide was a higher power photograph of part of the epithelial-lined cleft (fig. 2) .
The condition was an early stage of dental cyst, before the epithelial sponge-work had been flattened out and before a fibrous wall had formed. He did not think the record of the case supported the dental cyst origin of dentigerous cyst, since this particular cyst was undergoing inflammatory destruction. 
